
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 12 MAY 2020 
 

EDITED HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Parish Council Membership 
 

At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Peter Hartop was re-elected as Chairperson and 
Marjorie Pipe was re-elected as Vice-Chair for the next annual period. 

 
Recycling Centre 
 
The Borough Council’s Household Waste Recycling Centre in Barkers Lane, Bedford has now re-
opened on an appointment only basis. In addition, a green waste drop-off facility has been opened 
for Bedford Borough residents at the Oasis Swimming Pool car park, Bedford. No appointment is 
required but proof of address (such as a utility bill or Council Tax bill) will be required. 

 
Bogus Calls and Scams  
 
Despite the generally positive way that people are adapting to the Coronavirus pandemic, sadly 
there are always a few who seek to take advantage. There have been a number of reports of bogus 
callers targeting businesses. Bedford Borough Council is urging small businesses to act with caution if 
they receive a suspicious telephone call or email regarding business rates or support grants. 
 
Rural Bulky Waste Collection Service 
 
Bedford Borough Council has confirmed that the 2020/2021 Rural Bulky Waste Collection Service, 
scheduled to take place in Radwell on Saturday 13 June 2020 and Felmersham on Sunday 14 June 
2020, has been cancelled so that staff can be assigned to essential duties at this extraordinary time. 
 
Overgrown Vegetation 
 
There have been further complaints about the few instances in the parish where overgrown shrubs 
and hedges are obstructing the highway, restricting the footpath or obliterating traffic signs. 
Landowners are required to cut or trim hedgerow that overhangs a highway, road or footpath and 
that obstructs public access and, as such, the Parish Council is again requesting that trees and 
hedges are maintained in good order for the benefit of highway and footpath users.   
 

 
 

You are responsible for cutting your hedges back to the boundary of your 
property. Could you please respond to this matter as soon as you can. Your 

support in resolving this matter is appreciated. 



Accounting Statement 2019/2020 
 

The Parish Council considered the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020 which 
identified a total balance at year end of £22,319 (compared to the balance brought forward as at 31 
March 2019 of £19,787). The Accounting Statements had been subject to an independent Internal 
Audit process and the audit confirmed that the financial position is correctly stated and that the 
Parish Council appears to be well run, effectively and efficiently organised and meets the various 
legislative and other standards required of it.    
 

Smaller authorities are required to make available the financial statements and other documents for 
public inspection for a period of 30 working days which usually must include the first 10 working 
days of July. There has, however, been an extension to the deadline, because of the Coronavirus, 
and instead the public inspection period must commence on or before the first working day of 
September 2020. Similarly, the publication date for final, audited accounts has moved from 31 July 
2020 to 30 November 2020 for all local authority bodies, although Councils have been encouraged to 
comply, wherever possible, with the original timescales. Felmersham & Radwell has determined that 
the period of public inspection will be from 3 June 2020 to 14 July 2020 and arrangements would, 
therefore, been made in line with these timescales. 

 
Date of Next Parish Council Meeting 
 

The next meeting is scheduled to take place at the Village Hall on Tuesday 14 July 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 

 


